Divorce suits this lawyer

Big money doesn’t always mean best

By Sandy Wells

STAFF WRITER

Shopping for a divorce lawyer?
You can't miss the an. Under
Lawyers in the Yellow Pages, the
first” full-page advertisement an
nounces, in huge letters, AF-
FORDABLE LEGAL ABSIST-
ANCE from Pepper & Nason.

“Rich people can afford any at-

are dedicated to providing legal
Is and local

“I think I hold my own. I
would not be so
presumptious as to say
I'm better than anyone
else, but I also don't feel I
am intimidated by other
people.”

Andy Nasen
Charleston lawyer

services lo ai
businesses at reasonable costs.”

At the Hale Street offices of
William W. Pepper and Andrew 5.
Nason, you won't find the
hush and opulent ambience of an

I —————aa D LT
_ Andy N‘A;mn'a office overlooks
The but functional lob-
by at & Nason oozes effi-
ciency, & kind of revol
bustle associated with People's
Court.

“We're both former Legal
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clinie.”
The firm hmd.le: :ll sorts of h~1
problems, including personal
a'llry, criminal eues“and bank-
Andy Nason's forte is divorce,
Deemed highly competent by
fmuglws colleagues who have
aced him in court, Nason esti-
mates he has handled 1,500 di-
ce in
1§79, Divorce work makes up
about a third of his practice.

signation. “After a while, certain
lawyers get a being
the best personal injury lawyers

See DIVORCE, L1A

11A

said, “it's bard to get out of it."
Nason charges §15 for a consul-
tation. At $100 an hour, his usnal
retainer for cases without
contested issues is §1,200, Unchal-
lenged cases cost less.

wl-;.';lﬂm said. “We represent
a working people who have
to m.tr:mp.ml:-m on their di-
worce or have marginal in-
comes and have to borrow money
from family members.

. You
a little bit now or a lot
people who don't

have

problems |
down the road that are much [

expensive complicated.”

hild-
ren). We charge them all the
same.”

Apparently; the s lar
can go lil%nlulm lhn?l;

Dogs. Nason has locked horns
many times with Charleston's
most expensive divorce lawyers.

“I've had divorce cases with
Robin Davis and Joe Fak and
Chester Lovett. I think I hold my
own. T would not be so presump-
tious as to u{ I'm better than
al elze,” he sald carefully,
“but I also don't feel I am intimi-
dated by other "

“I find Andy to be a mast able
advocate,” sald Davis, the cf
highest-paid divorce lawyer. “It's
a to work against him.
He's always well o

High-profile ple may feel
more mﬂmhg:nuﬂqg a -
profile lawyer, Nason said,
cause name confi

is more ex; it's better.

pensive
That's not il
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age 25, the woman finds out
there's world out there.
He's gotten [at. He's beating on

Garerle phals by F. BRIAN FERGUIDN

Soft-spoken Andy Nason (right) is no pushover in court, as

colleagues such as Michael Turk

her. She's got two kids and no job

skills. She's o custody,
to get child

support, because there is no es-
tate. Those are the difficult di-
vorces.”

Busy Charleston divorce lawyer
John Mitchell Jr., said the advent
of equitable tempers
the need for expensive,
file divorce lawyers, mulf:p:
acted in 1dm, nﬁm all assets
MM nﬂ“ ﬂl.ﬂm to
e Split fifty-fifty.

“With equitable distribution,
don't

, making su
we have all the numbers, th
they aren't hiding anything.”

Like Nason, Mitchell tries to
ke his fees affordable. A

at

aly can attest,

of battles. against the Big Guns,
but his fees remain moderate to
make him affordable to women.
“1 mainly represent women be-
cause I feel get the short end
of the stick. Regardless of how
much money the husband is
to pay, In five years, that
Buy is whole again. I concentrate
m{m on leveling the playing

Divorce makes up 75 percent to
80 t of his practice, Bickley
stlri- Retainers range from $800
to $1,200. He charges $100 an
hour. He prefers payment up
front, but a fee be
three

time. The initial
free.
“Andy and 1 are
|-and-dime

“1 mu say one thing about Rob-
in Davis,” L wdded. ly
better prepared. You get you
money's worth.”

But hiring a big-name lawyer is
like dri a Mercedes, he said.
“What's the first thing someone in
West Virginia does when they
make a lot of 4 a
Cadillac or a Mercedes, They

make that statement.”

o

elfective.
il one

You
in a
heartbeat,” Nelson Bickley.
“She's god You can't say she
doesn’t do the work."

Bickley said be wins his share

“Robin Davis will take
right to the Su Court
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Beware of false promises, Bick-
Iw mmm: hlmnrlng
[ prom awyer
pledaewuw:le.aheam

! muummn off he's
going to have to pay nﬁpm
and alimony and her half the
equity in the bmg::ﬂ' of his
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